
CONTAINER TERMINAL 

• Develop the area behind the wharf specifically 
for container operations 

• Adjust information about road and rail transport

• Withdraw the option of building a temporary 
wharf using piles and sheet piling

• Update the railway extension

sOCIAL 

• Operations are to be performed safely

• Air quality must be ensured at all times

• The brightness of the area must be corrected  
as required

WITHDRAWAL OF THE BREAKWATER 
AND RECONFIGURATION OF  
BAIE DE BEAUPORT BEACH ITEMs  
FROM THE PROPOsAL

• Eliminate the construction of a breakwater to 
stabilize the sand of refill of the proposed beach

• Eliminate the plan to add sand to the beach  

• Use dredged sand to fill the wharf boxes, which 
eliminates the need for 16,000 trucks on the site

• Use containers and landscaping to build a sound 
barrier/privacy screen between the port section 
and the recreation and tourism section 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

• Recycle contaminated sediment

• Keep projects’ carbon footprint small 

• Take care of the environment

- terrestrial

- aquatic

- shorebird habitats    

CLARIFICATIONs AND ADJUsTMENTs 

Two major aspects of the Beauport 2020 project have been revised. As a result,  
there are adjustments to be made to the work to be done:

REMINDER OF OUR COMMITMENTs



A MAJOR  
CONSTRUCTION SITE

CONCRETE BOXES

• A type of structure that offers great resistance, significant longevity,  
and superior structural capacity

• Box dimensions: length 32 m, width 21 m, and height 19 m 

• 19 boxes are required to build 610 m of new wharf line

DREDGING AND BUILDING UP THE AREA BEHIND THE WHARF

• Dredge a manoeuvring and mooring area in front of the wharf, to a depth of 16 m of water at low tide 

• Reuse a large portion of the dredged sand (895,000 m3) to build the 17 hectare area behind the wharf

• A small portion of the dredged sand (approximately 45,000 m3) is contaminated and will be treated in accordance 
with environmental standards. No dredged sand whatsoever will be thrown into the river.
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As the deep-water terminal located closest to the heart of America, Québec has strategic 
assets that give it a unique position in continental logistics: The market served by the  
Port of Québec extends to the borders of the Great Lakes and includes more than  
110 million consumers.

THE PORT OF QUÉBEC IN BRIEF
• One of 18 Canadian port authorities

• Among the Top 5 ports in Canada

• Main industries served: iron and steel, mining and metals, construction, 
transport, and agribusiness

• Connections to more than 60 countries

• 27 million tons of goods transhipped in 2017

• A value of $20 billion in goods transiting through the port

• More than 1,000 vessels per year

• The St. Lawrence River/Great Lakes corridor’s deep-water terminal,  
with a depth of 15 meters at low tide

• $1.35 billion in economic benefits for Canada

• 13,250 direct and indirect jobs in Canada

• A flagship destination for international cruises, with more than  
200,000 visitors per year
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A RESTRUCTURING PROJECT: BEAUPORT 2020
The Port of Québec has proposed an expansion project in the Beauport sector. 
The project includes developing a 17-hectare area behind the wharf, and extending 
the current wharf line by another 610 metres in length with a depth of 16 metres. 
The Port of Québec plans to establish a new deep-water container terminal in this 
new space. Completing the entire project requires an investment of $400M.

With an annual capacity of 500,000 TEU, the new container terminal will provide  
the St. Lawrence Seaway corridor with a deep-water terminal to serve the 
container market. Fully intermodal and with direct access to major rail and 
motorway networks, the Port of Québec has what it takes to serve the vast  
Great Lakes market.

A NEW ECONOMIC SPACE THAT IS 
NEEDED TO:
Consolidate the sustainability of the Port
• Resolve the shortage of port lands

• Counter congestion on the wharfs

• Welcome new business opportunities

• Generate new revenue to maintain existing infrastructure

Develop international trade
• The Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade  

Agreement (CETA)

• The Trans-Pacific Agreement (TPP) 

• Québec’s Maritime Strategy

• The Plan Nord

• Stand out from the competition among ports on the American  
east coast

BAIE DE BEAUPORT  
BEACH 
In addition to the expansion project, the Port of Québec has also committed to 
ensure the sustainable and harmonious development of the Baie de Beauport beach. 
In order to live up to this commitment, the Port has set up the Baie de Beauport 
Users Forum, to ensure that any improvements resulting from the project will 
maintain and enhance recreation and tourism activities on this unique urban beach.



POSITIVE EFFECTS OF WITHDRAWING THESE ITEMS 
FROM THE PROPOSAL:

• Greatly minimises the project’s 
impact on recreation and tourism 
activities 

• Minimises the loss and disturbance of 
habitats (gains) 

• Eliminates the potential isolation 
effect on those who use the  
Baie de Beauport

• Preserves:
 -  more than 5 hectares of land for  

all species

  -  76% of the aquatic plant habitat

  -  45% of the beach’s current habitats

WITHDRAWAL OF THE BREAKWATER AND 
RECONFIGURATION OF BAIE DE BEAUPORT 
BEACH ITEMS FROM THE PROPOSAL

WHY HAVE THESE ITEMS BEEN WITHDRAWN? 
• TO ADDRESS CONCERNS VOICED BY BEACH USERS

• TO REDUCE THE PROJECT’S IMPACT ON THE AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT AND FISH HABITATS

THINGS TO 
KNOW –THE 
SAND MARTINS’ 
BIRDHOUSE

Goal:

• Validate how effective the 
conservation measures are for this 
species

• Initiated by Port of Québec 
administration; a pilot project was 
completed in 2015

Results to date:

• Tripled the size of the original colony

As part of Beauport 2020:

• The original birdhouse must 
be moved. In the initial plan, 
the birdhouse would have had 
to be moved twice: before the 
construction began, and again after 
the work was completed

Adjustment:

• The birdhouse will be relocated 
from 2017 to 2018, so that the 
effectiveness of the new location 
can be validated

• In the summer of 2018, the two 
birdhouses will both be in operation

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ON THE PROJECT BEING REVIEWED:

TECHNICAL IMPLICATIONS

•  No construction of a breakwater in any form whatsoever

• Sand cannot be added to the beach 

• No sediment dewatering drains on the beach, and no access through 
the existing embankment

• Install a sound barrier/privacy screen container wall type with 
greenery, between the port area and the recreation and tourist area, 
rather than extending the existing planted bank

EFFECTS TO BE REVIEWED

• Effects on the river environment (hydrodynamic conditions and 
sedimentological state of the beach – erosion)

• Effects on the waterfront (reduce habitat loss)

• Effects on surface water quality (swimming in the beach area)

• Effects on special status species and their habitat  
(reduce habitat loss)

MAIN ADJUSTMENTS TO THE PROJECT RELATED TO THESE WITHDRAWALS:

Withdrawal of plans for the 
breakwater from the proposal
Advantages
• Habitat gain for aquatic wildlife
• Opens up the area to users
• Improved user safety

The planted embankment is 
replaced by a wall made of 
containers and greenery, which 
will serve as a sound barrier/
privacy screen
Avantages 
•  Reduces the impact on those who use the 

Baie de Beauport, as well as on the loss 
of habitats

Permanent relocation of the sand 
martins’ birdhouse as of 2017-2018
Avantages 
•  Efficiency to be confirmed before the 

Beauport 2020 work begins 
•  Eliminates the need to move the 

birdhouse twice



A PROJECT EXPERTS DESIGNED AND DELIBERATED UPON OVER SEVERAL YEARS  
The Port of Québec assembled a team of international experts, who confirmed that the major changes in the shipping industry that had occurred 
on an international level were bound to have the same impact on the St. Lawrence. But by focusing on the benefits at the heart of these 
changes—that is, water depth in combination with complete intermodality—in addition to the fact that the Port of Québec is geographically located 
near the major US Midwest market, this project once completed will provide what the St. Lawrence cannot currently offer.

CREDIBLE AND INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CONSULTANTS
• ADVISIAN WORLEY PARSONS, New York (intermodality and market research)

• MERCATOR INTERNATIONAL, Seattle (market research)

• HSBC, London (financing and business development)

• SNC-LAVALIN (plans and specifications)

• ENGLOBE (environmental studies)

SALES AGENTS ON SITE 
• Asia Sales Agent

• Commercial Agent Europe (Antwerp)

DEEP-WATER  
CONTAINER TERMINAL

The project includes a 610 metre wharf and a 17 hectare area behind 
it, equipped with 4 ship-to-shore (STS) gantry cranes to facilitate 
loading and unloading the ships.

Container handling is carried out on trolleys (Hustler) that ensure  
the flow and storage in the terminal.

The storage yard for fully laden containers, refrigerated containers, 
and empty containers is used to store containers imported by ship 
and awaiting transport by truck or train or, conversely, containers 
that arrived by truck or by train and are waiting to be loaded onto  
the next ship.

MARKETS SERVED 
GOODS THAT CAN TRANSIT THROUGH QUÉBEC

QUÉBEC’S CONTAINER TERMINAL:

DEEP-WATER CONTAINER TERMINAL
The strategic assets Québec has on the St. Lawrence allow the city to 
compete with the ports on the American east coast. 

•  It’s the deep-water terminal (15 m) located closest to the heart  
of America

• All platforms are completely intermodal

• Proximity to an important market 

  -  Le marché desservi par le Port de Québec s’étend jusqu’aux confins 
des Grands Lacs et compte plus de 110 millions de consommateurs

The market served by the Port of Québec extends to the borders of the 
Great Lakes, and includes more than 110 million consumers. With its 
15-metre depths, the new Panama Canal has come to redefine the standard 
depth for water in North American ports. This is an advantage that Québec 
already has!

Capacity of 500,000 
containers per year

4 gantry 
cranes

Able to accommodate 
8,000-container ships

Reserved triage yard that is 
directly connected to the  

CN rail network

Customs  
area

Two berths 
along  

the wharf

IMPORT
• Consumer products

• Inputs for industries

• Alcohol and food

• Equipment

• Various end-use products

•  Electronic products  
and devices

EXPORT
• Forestry products

• Flash-frozen foods

• Local products, i.e., maple syrup

• Transport and leisure equipment

• Bulk products

•  Products related to the mines and 
metals sector

• General cargo

JOB CREATION AND  
ECONOMIC BENEFITS

According to a study conducted by KPMG in 

December 2017, the completion of the Port of 

Québec Container Terminal project will generate 

annual recurrent economic spin-offs of the order 

of $287.4M, with a resulting total of 2,710 direct, 

indirect, and induced jobs for Canada as a whole.


